Parathyroid carcinoma in a chronic hemodialysis patient: case report and review of the literature.
Parathyroid carcinoma is a rare disease in normal population as well as in patients with end-stage renal disease. Approximately 700 cases have been reported and, of these, 20 occurred in patients receiving chronic hemodialysis. We describe a case of parathyroid carcinoma in a 59-year-old female patient with end-stage renal disease secondary to membranous glomerulonephritis treated by hemodialysis since 1995. In September 1998, the calcium level was 12.4 mg/dl and intact parathyroid hormone serum levels were 1366 pg/ml (normal range, 25-65). A routine ultrasonographic examination of the neck revealed enlargement of two parathyroid glands, the left inferior gland being the largest and measuring 2x3x2 cm. In October 1998, resection of two parathyroid glands was performed. On the basis of histology, which documented the presence of proliferating cells arranged in sheets or in a trabecular pattern, numerous mitosis and vascular invasion, a diagnosis of parathyroid carcinoma was made.